
 

National Food Recovery Dialogue 2019 
Affordable Travel and Lodging Guide 

 
This guide has the information you need to attend NFRD 2019 October 5th and 6th at 
Drexel University in Philadelphia, PA and save some $$ while you’re at it! Use these 

fundraising ideas, apply for an NFRD travel stipend, find cheap places to stay as a group or 
sign up to stay in one of the places of worship offering NFRD free lodging. 

 

  Food-Related Fundraising Ideas   
Fundraising to cover the costs of travel is highly encouraged! FRN has limited funds for 
reimbursement of travel expenses and we want to see as many FRN’ds as possible!  
 

Restaurant donation shares 
Donation shares (whether on campus or not) is a great means to fundraise. For instance, 10% of 
every purchase goes to the chapter’s fundraising goal from the given restaurant -- it is good 
advertising for them as well! 

Solicit donations &/or bake sales!  
Promote your chapter and have some visuals with talking points to explain why your chapter 
believes it’s important to attend the NFRD and how it will benefit your chapter and members. 
Visuals might include photos from past FRN events, including NFRD, photos of recoveries, partner 
agencies, and graphs displaying the impact of your FRN chapter as well as FRN’s national impact.   

Pizza Party! 
Host a pizza dinner for a $5-$10 donation. See if an area cafe or restaurant can donate or if 
another student club/student government can subsidize. Make sure to get a ballpark count as to 
how many people to expect. Pizza can be sustainable (vegetarian or vegan) and the cardboard is 
compostable! 

Direct university donations 
While this is a bit more difficult, chapters might also approach their dining services manager and 
ask for their help in securing funds for attending the conference. A formal presentation to the 
general manager, head chef, or other applicable parties might include information on the impact of 
FRN both at the chapter level and the national level as well as summaries of past NFRDs. 
Something helpful to consider is that we have board members who are part of Bon Appetit and 
Sodexo ; food recovery is important to them too, they want us to continue our hard work.   

 

 

https://www.foodrecoverynetwork.org/frn-national#boarddirectors
https://www.foodrecoverynetwork.org/frn-national#boarddirectors


 

Fundraising with Grants 
Travel Stipends from FRN 

Chapters can apply for a travel stipend from FRN here: 
https://www.foodrecoverynetwork.org/nfrd19/plan/#travel This funding can cover up to 75% of a 
chapter’s travel costs, no more than $200 allotted per individual, and not to exceed more than 
$500 per chapter. Due to the limited resources available, we highly recommend combining funding 
sources by applying for the FRN travel stipend in conjunction with Student Center or Student 
Government funding.   

University Grants 
Colleges and Universities’ Student Center or Student Government Association (SGA) may have 
allocated funds specifically for travel or for conferences. This process usually involves completing 
forms that include logistical information of where and when as well as the budget for the trip. 
Some schools may cover the total cost, while some may cover the conference registration fee. Do 
this sooner rather than later!  

 

Affordable Travel Tips 
There are multiple options for traveling to and from Philadelphia for this year’s NFRD as well 
as multiple options for getting around the city to your housing and to all the great sites the 
city has to offer after the conference hours. 
 

Cheap Student Flights 
Momondo  and StudentUniverse are great places to start looking for cheap flights to Philadelphia. Don’t 
forget that Tuesdays are the best days to look for flights. Also, keep your browser in “InCognito” or 
“Private” mode so when/if you revisit these sites, the prices won’t inflate because of tracking software.  

 
Philadelphia International Airport (PHL ) is the primary airport in the city most will be flying to. Whether 
traveling from PHL or not, check out Directions to Drexel for detailed travel information to campus.  
 

Affordable Mass Transit  
Public Transit in Philadelphia is widespread and inexpensive. Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority (SEPTA) is one of the most comprehensive bus/rail/trolley lines in the country.  

Train : The Market-Frankford Line runs on Market Street; 34th Street Station is a main stop right in 
front of campus. Look for blue train signs.  
Trolley:  The13th-Market to 63rd-Malvern trolley route runs adjacent to Drexel as well. Trolley 
signs are green.  

 

https://www.foodrecoverynetwork.org/nfrd19/plan/#travel
https://www.momondo.com/
https://www.studentuniverse.com/
https://www.phl.org/
https://www.phl.org/
https://drexel.edu/about/directions/university-city-campus/
http://www.septa.org/
http://www.septa.org/


 
Bus:  Bus routes 21, 30, 31, 42, and the LUCY loops are convenient to the university too. Additional 
routes are available from nearby 30th Street Station. Bus signs are located on poles near street 
corners. Amtrak also operates out of the 30th Street Station.  

Paying for your Fare 
Using cash is perhaps the most cost-effective method to pay for transit while at NFRD. A single-trip 
fare is $2.50. It’s a good idea to carry $1 bills and quarters, if possible. Alternatively, the SEPTA 
Key  is an option. The SEPTA Key is a reloadable card for convenient transit around the city, but 
usually isn’t worth the investment for just a weekend. The $9 One Day Convenience Pass, however, 
is good for eight rides in a single day and is reloadable.  

Traveling from the airport 
From PHL, the SEPTA rail service runs a line to-and-from downtown. PHL is also served by three 
SEPTA bus routes. From Terminal A, it takes around 30 minutes to get to Drexel. This includes a five 
minute walk from 30th Street Station to campus. Check out this link for more on public 
transportation from the airport: Transit from PHL Airport.  

 
Parking at Drexel 

Daily and hourly parking options are available on campus in the following lots: A, C, and S 
and the Parking Garage (G). Lot G has parking for a flat rate of $10 on the weekends 
(7am-7pm). The other lots listed are pay-as-you-stay but have time limitations. The 
Passport Parking App  is required for payment on weekends in lots A and S. Cash and card 
are accepted elsewhere. More information can be found here: Drexel Parking. 
 

Lodging for Cheap...and FREE! 
Don’t forget to find somewhere to go after the conference hours! Also consider group housing options such 
as AirBnB if you’re traveling with other members from your chapter. 
 
Free Lodging  

FRN has limited space available for free housing. Please follow the link: 2019 NFRD Housing 
Information  to apply. If you apply for this, you will be placed in a place of worship for the night and 
expected to bring your belongings with you to the conference center. There will be storage space 
available at Drexel once you arrive.  

Discounted Hotel 
FRN was able to get a group discount at  Holiday Inn Philadelphia W (5400 Ferne Blvd., Drexel Hill 
PA 19026). Be sure to use the passcode FRN to take advantage of this!   

Hostel 
Check out the local hostel for your group, book early! Apple Hostels and City House Hostel 

 

https://www.septakey.org/
https://www.septakey.org/
http://www.septa.org/fares/pass/convenience.html
https://www.phl.org/to-and-from/public-transportation
https://drexel.edu/business-services/parking/daily-parking/mobile/
https://drexel.edu/business-services/parking/daily-parking/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FoodRecoveryNetwork1/_2019NFRDHousingInformation
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FoodRecoveryNetwork1/_2019NFRDHousingInformation
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/drexel-hill/phldh/hoteldetail
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https://applehostels.com/
https://www.cityhousehostels.com/philadelphia-hostel/

